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" Your Majesty also has some investments abroad-----"

he began.

" Haide" snapped the Sultan, pointing to the door.
" Go to the telegraph office and bring back the latest
despatches from Macedonia. The Inspector General was
to report at this time."

" The situation is confusing/' said old Abdul Houda,
the Court Astrologer, after Izzet had gone. " Can the
Grand Vizier tell us exactly what has happened in
Salonika during these last weeks ? "

He pretended to know only what the Sultan allowed
him to hear, but his real object in seeking a recapitula-
tion of events was to convince the Sultan that he must take
the Grand Vizier's advice.

" The crisis/' said Fend Pasha, " was reached on the
third of July, when Niazi Bey took to the mountains
of Resna with some soldiers and several hundred
baskibazouks.1 Then Enver Bey deserted from Resna with
a hundred and fifty men, and installed himself on the
heights of Ochrida. We ordered two battalions from
Monastir to go in pursuit of them, but they refused to
march. Enver is a very able officer, by all accounts, and
I am afraid that we shall hear more of him. Every day
we have received news that recruits are flocking to the
camps of these two young men. We sent Shemshi Pasha
against them. What happened ? Shemshi was shot com-
ing out of the telegraph office at Resna, just after he
had sent Your Sublime Majesty a telegram to say that he
was starting to suppress the rebellion. The murderer has
not been found, although Shemshi was killed in broad
daylight in front of a crowd. To cap all, when the great
Osman Pasha arrived at Monastir, he was kidnapped,

1 Brigands.